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Tuesday May 20th

The hun, this morning, turned the blitz on but tried to sidetrack us. At 0700 hrs, he
commenced a raid on the harbour half a mile away. Then the real bombardment started,
mainly in the direction of CANEA and MALEME. We were wondering what on earth was

happening. Huge clouds of dust were rising from beyond the wireless mast at CANEA. Out

of the dust came a number of huge gliders and landed in the vicinity of CANEA. Then we

could see hundreds of parachutes opening just under a squadron of big planes that looked
like bombers. The Jerries had come at last.

(AWMS52 5/13/1/11)
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Several air raids during the day. HMAS PERTH was hit but proceeded
under its own steam. Arrived in Alex at daybreak, Nominal rolls made
we out, forms filled in and men received tea, fruit, biscuits, cigarettes and
S VT, B et e although extremely tired , they are happy enough to be out of the range
of the bloody Stukas. Entrained for AMIRIYA where a good meal and
comforts issue was waiting.
(AWMS52 5/13/1/11)
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